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Tatsuo Kawaguchi (1940-)
Born in Hyogo Prefecture in
1940, Kawaguchi graduated from
Tama Art University in 1962 and is
now an Emeritus Professor at
Tsukuba University. He gained
attention from the early days of
his career, particularly after
forming and participating in the
'‘Group "I" "in 1965, and has
exhibited in numerous
exhibitions, including the 10th
Japan International Art
Exhibition (Tokyo Biennale:
Between Man and Matter) in
1970 at the Tokyo Metropolitan
Art Museum and others. In 1989,
he participated in ‘Magiciens de
la Terre' at the Centre Pompidou
in Paris. He has unceasingly
engaged in art creation from the
1960s to the present. Alongside
his artistic endeavours, he has
held teaching positions at
various universities, including
Tsukuba University, and has
consistently been involved in
educational activities. From the
beginning of his career in the
1960s, his work has centred on
the theme of 'relation’, a pursuit
that continues today. In his

exploration of 'the visible' and
'the invisible', Kawaguchi
engages with the essence of

various materials, such as metals

(iron, copper, lead), fossils,
shells, and plant seeds, to
contemplate and articulate the

concept of 'relation".
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Motohiro Tomii (1973-)

Born in 1973 in Niigata Prefecture, Tomii graduated from the Musashino Art University
with an MA in Fine Art (Sculpture) and is currently a professor at Musashino Art
University.His career evolution is marked by an initial period of creating diminutive
plaster figures, after which he transitioned to assembling three-dimensional works from
an eclectic array of household objects such as superballs, clips, pencils, and hammers.
Employing straightforward techniques like arranging, layering, binding, and folding,
Tomii releases these objects from their original meanings and uses, thereby persistently
seeking novel modalities of sculpture. In addition to sharing "Today's Sculpture" daily on
X (previously Twitter), the artist also undertakes efforts to critically assess traditional
exhibition venues and frameworks.

Major exhibitions include "Yokohama Triennale 2011: OUR MAGIC HOUR - How Much of
the World Can We Know?’ (Yokohama Museum of Art/BankART Studio NYK, 2011), ‘MOT
Annual 2011: Nearest Faraway’ (Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, 2011), ‘Artist File
2015 Next Doors: Contemporary Art in Japan and Korea’ (The National Art Center,
Tokyo/National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea), and ‘Re construc-
tion’ (Nerima Art Museum, 2020). In 2023, the artist appeared in several solo exhibitions,
‘Time to See’ (Niigata City Art Museum) and ‘Motohiro Tomii: Sculptures’ (Tochigi
Prefectural Museum of Fine Arts).



